
MARCH 4, 2019 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

OF SOUTH LYON COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
DISTRICT #63-240 COUNTIES OF 

OAKLAND, LIVINGSTON AND WASHTENAW 
HELD AT SOUTH LYON CITY & SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION BUILDING  

 
CALL TO ORDER 
President Clark called the March 4, 2019 regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Anthony Abbate, Randy Clark, Craig Dashner, Margaret Fallow, Carrie Hanshaw,  
 Eric Kennedy, Jennifer Urtel  
  
Absent: None 
 
Administration Present: Melissa Baker, Superintendent, Lisa Kudwa, Asst. Supt. 
  Ben Kirby, Asst. Supt. 
Administration Absent: None 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Board, administration and the audience joined in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mr. Clark offered an opportunity for public comments.  There were no comments. 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Mr. Clark added Item 7a to the agenda which is the consideration of a contract for the new 
Assistant Superintendent for Business and Finance. 
 
Moved by Mr. Clark, supported by Ms. Hanshaw to approve the addition to the agenda as 
presented. 
 
Ayes – 7, Nays – 0.  Motion carries. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Moved by Ms. Hanshaw, supported by Mr. Kennedy to approve the following minutes: 
 

 February 4, 2019 – Regular Meeting 

 February 11, 2019 – Special Meeting – 6 pm 

 February 11, 2019 – Special Meeting – 7 pm 
 
Ayes – 7, Nays – 0.  Motion carries. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS 
Mr. Kirby explained to the Board that South Lyon East High School received the following 
monetary donations to be used by the High School Robotics team for materials, supplies, travel, 
etc.  
  Bose Corporation $500 
  Cybernet Systems $500 
  General Bearing $500 
  Kawasaki Robotics $1,000 
  Spectrum Automation $1,000 
 
Mr. Kirby asked the Board to accept the gifts according to Policy 9350. 
   
Moved by Ms. Fallow, supported by Mr. Dashner to accept the gifts with thanks according to Policy 
9350. 
 
Ayes – 7, Nays – 0.  Motion carries. 
 
TEACHER RECOMMENDATIONS FOR HIRE 
Mr. Kirby stated that resignations and a retirement required the hiring of the following Educators 
for the 2018-19 school year.   
 

 Matthew Gasparotto – Physical Education (Bartlett/Hardy) – December 6, 2018 

 Marie Sarnacki – English Language Arts/Social Studies (EHS) – February 1, 2019 

 Katharine White – Counselor (EHS) – December 21, 2019 
 
He noted that the teachers were unavailable to attend the meeting.  He then shared the 
background of each new employee and asked the Board to approve the hiring of the educators. 
 
Moved by Mr. Abbate, supported by Ms. Urtel to approve the hiring of the three educators as 
presented. 
 
Roll Call: Ms. Urtel-yes, Mr. Kennedy-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes, Ms. Hanshaw-yes,  
  Ms. Fallow-yes, Mr. Clark-yes.   Motion carries 7 - 0. 
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ADMINISTRATOR HIRE 
Mr. Kirby provided a packet to the Board with information as well as a contract to be considered.  
He explained to the Board that there is a vacancy due to a resignation.  He requested the hiring of 
Stacy Witt as Assistant Superintendent for Business and Finance, effective March 18, 2019 using 
the enclosed contract.  He thanked Mr. Dashner, Mr. Clark and Ms. Hanshaw that participated on 
the committee in the interviews.  He shared details of her resume with the Board.  He asked the 
Board to approve the hiring as recommended with the enclosed contract. 
 
Moved by Mr. Dashner, supported by Ms. Hanshaw to approve the hiring of Mrs. Stacy Witt as the 
new Assistant Superintendent for Business and Finance with the contract as presented.  Mr. Clark 
asked administration to change the date on page 7 of the contract to reflect today’s date. 
 
Roll Call: Ms. Hanshaw-yes, Ms. Fallow-yes, Mr. Clark-yes, Mr. Dashner-yes, Ms. Urtel-yes,  
  Mr. Kennedy-yes, Mr. Abbate-yes.   Motion carries 7 - 0. 
 
REVISIONS TO BOARD POLICY 5500 (CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT) – 2ND RDG. 
Mr. Kirby explained to the Board that this policy revision reflects some small changes in the social 
probation piece that came before the Board at the February 4, 2019 meeting.  There were no 
changes requested.  Social Probation will be reduced to a minimum of five weeks, with 
administration to lengthen as they determine.  He asked the Board to approve Board Policy 5500 
as presented. 
 
Moved by Ms. Fallow, supported by Mr. Kennedy to approve Board Policy 5500 as presented. 

Ayes – 7, Nays – 0.  Motion carries. 
 
APPROVAL OF CHILD CARE LEAVE 
Mr. Kirby indicated that Erin Doty has requested a child care leave for the 2019-20 school year.  
This is a contractual option that staff members can exercise.  He asked the Board to approve the 
child care leave as requested. 
 
Moved by Ms. Hanshaw, supported by Mr. Dashner to approve the child care leave as requested. 

Ayes – 7, Nays – 0.  Motion carries. 
 
NONRESIDENT SCHOOLS OF CHOICE RESOLUTION (2019-20 SCHOOL YEAR) 
Mrs. Kudwa informed the Board that enclosed in their packet is the Nonresident Schools of Choice 
resolution for the 2019-20 school year.  This resolution would keep open school of choice at 
certain locations in the district for non-resident students in grades K-8 and ninth grade at East.  
She noted that they also received the non-resident Schools of Choice guidelines and application.  
Dianne Beagle, Manager of Pupil Services and Jean Hanka, Pupil Services Bookkeeper were at the 
meeting to answer any questions the Board may have regarding the application process and 
guidelines.  This item will be brought to the March 18 meeting for approval.   
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Ms. Fallow asked for clarification if only freshman were eligible at East.  Mrs. Kudwa stated that 
they always had it just as a 9th grade student entering the district and that we have not allowed 
any grades beyond that.  Ms. Fallow then asked if a student who has been at East for a while and 
then left the district, if they would be able to finish at East.  Mrs. Kudwa stated that the law 
provides that component for a senior to finish out their senior year.  Our district has not allowed 
10th and 11th grade students.  Mrs. Baker clarified that if they were currently an 11th grade student 
and asked for that for their 12th grade year, it has been very collaborative between districts to 
allow that to happen.  She hasn’t seen a problem on either direction if they finish up the school 
that they have gone to.  Mrs. Baker noted that it is basically for students who are at the end of 
their 11th grade year and who are trying to stay for their senior year.    
 

LEGISLATION 
Mrs. Baker stated that the Governor’s Budget is to be shared around 11 a.m. tomorrow.  She is 
hearing positive things about school funding.  She’ll have more to share later with regard to what 
happens next.  Regarding snow day forgiveness, there is talk about potentially going to hours for 
the remainder of the school year vs. school days.  That will help some districts who are way over.  
South Lyon is fine right now.  We have the six days that are allowed, and we can petition for our 
7th – 9th day with the MDE.  She has also heard positive feedback that those will be approved. 
 

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Mr. Clark acknowledged the following board committee reports: 

 Legislative – Mr. Clark noted that we’ll need to wait to see what the Governor’s Budget 
proposal has. 

 

 Policy – The committee met this evening.  They reviewed the upcoming meetings for Policy 
where they will discuss what avenue to take when transitioning to Lusk and Albertson for our 
policies and guidelines.  The committee decided that they would like to review the 
recommended policies on their own and then ask questions and get clarification on policies 
during future policy committee meetings.  They had a change to state law for paid medical 
leave which caused the district to add a new piece to our policy.  Mr. Kirby stated that the Paid 
Medical Leave policy is new to our district, and the Board will be asked to approve it at the 
March 18 meeting.  They also added language to Policy 5450 Graduation Requirements to 
allow students who are in specialized programs that extend past four years to graduate with 
their class.  They also discussed once again the issue to do with our special education bussing.  
It was sent back to committee for clarification of how many students it will affect (6).  The 
committee decided to omit number 1 and 2 of the current policy.  The revisions will be 
provided to the Board at the next meeting.   
         

 Finance – They met and reviewed the current fee schedules for sports activities, building usage 
and facility rentals.  Also they discussed different ways to raise revenues.   
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 Facilities Planning – No recent meeting. 

 Curriculum & Communications – Their meeting was canceled. 
 
OTHER 
In addition to snow day forgiveness, Mrs. Baker’s hope is that some of our legislators will also work 
on there not being that pre Labor Day waiver for districts.  She wants us to have local control and 
make those decisions through calendar bargaining without always having to jump through that 
hoop of a waiver.  She offered congratulation to our Robotics Team.  They are off and running with 
lots more exciting events and challenges.  She offered a special thanks this time of year to the 
Operations Department for their silent behind the scenes work coming in early, staying late to take 
care of the outside facilities as well as the inside with extracurricular activities and co-curricular 
activities that are going on. She offered a special thank you to the South Lyon Educational 
Foundation for the outstanding fashion show, specifically a board member from the Foundation, 
Michele Tomei who worked very hard along with Karen, the Coral Sash owner.  It was a great 
event as well as to the Kent Lake staff who really were fantastic models.  There will be some great 
classroom grants because of that.  They hope to have a bigger turnout next year because it is a 
very nice fundraiser.  She also thanked the Salem staff for being at the meeting this evening. 
 
REPORTS 

 South Lyon Educational Foundation – Their next event is their second annual Grub Crawl on 
Thursday, May 2 from 5 – 9 p.m.  They are looking for restaurants and for t-shirt sponsors.  It 
was a very successful event last year.  Tickets will go on sale on March 23. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mr. Clark offered a second opportunity for public comments.  There were no comments. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Mr. Clark acknowledged the following retirements.  

 Catherine Alleman (2nd grade teacher at Hardy Elementary 

 Kim Guilmette (5th grade teacher at Brummer Elementary) 
 
MEETING DATES 
Mr. Clark noted the following meeting dates: 

 March 18, 2019, Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

 April 15, 2019, Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

 May 6, 2019, Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

 May 20, 2019, Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

 June 3, 2019, Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

 June 4, 2019, EHS Senior Honors Night, 7:00 p.m. 

 June 6, 2019, SLHS Senior Honors Night, 7:00 p.m. 

 June 8, 2019, SLHS/SLEHS Graduations, EMU Convocation Center, 2:30/6:00 p.m. 

 June 17, 2019, Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
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BOARD COMMENTS 

 Ms. Hanshaw offered her congratulations to Mrs. Alleman.  She wished her the best of luck.  
She also congratulated the Robotics Team again.  
  

 Ms. Fallow thanked everyone for coming tonight.  She also congratulated the new hires and 
the retirees. 

 

 Mr. Abbate offered his congratulations to the new hires and a special welcome to our new 
administrator.  He also gave a shout out to Mrs. Doty who will be missed in her classroom next 
year.  

 

 Ms. Urtel was at the Foundation fashion show and thought it was very fun.  They hope to get 
more people next year.  The food and models were great.  She welcomed the new hires and 
congratulated the retirees. 

 

 Mr. Kennedy thanked everyone for being at the meeting and also thanked what our 
Foundation committees and boards do for us.   

 

 Mr. Dashner congratulated the Robotics Team and thanked their donors.  He welcomed the 
new teachers and also Stacy who was in the audience.  He also congratulated the retirees. 

   

 Mr. Clark thanked all the teachers in the audience and to Stacy for coming this evening.  
  

ADJOURN 
Moved by Ms. Fallow, supported by Mr. Dashner to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Ayes – 7, Nays - 0.   Motion carries 7 - 0. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

Carrie L. Hanshaw, 
Secretary 


